The Feasts Of The Lord

Introduction

In this study, we will take a look at the Feasts of Israel. While a study of the feasts in and of itself is a
worthwhile venture, seeing how the Feasts tie in with Jesus as Messiah is even more fruitful. The Feasts
we will look at are the ones given in Scripture and listed here.

Sabbath

Passover

Unleavened Bread

First Fruits

Feast Of Weeks, or Pentecost
Trumpets

The Day Of Atonement
Tabernacles
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These are the Feasts that are commanded of by the LORD. There are other Jewish holidays, but they are
not included in these Feasts. Leviticus 23:1 — 2 says,

Leviticus 23:1-2 (KJV)
! And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which
ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.

The Feasts were established by God for His chosen people, the nation of Israel. The word Feast is the
Hebrew word, moed, which means, an appointment, i.e. a fixed time or season; also a signal (as
appointed beforehand), appointed (sign, time). Genesis 1:14 tells us about signs and seasons, also,

Genesis 1:14 (KJV)

% And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

We will see in our study about how these lights in the firmament of the heaven play into the feasts.

It is a holy convocation, heb. migra, (Lev 23:4), something called out, i.e. a public meeting, also a
rehearsal. Leviticus makes it clear about these Feasts being ordained by the LORD and for the people of
Israel, as we shall see when we start our study with the Sabbath.

As we go through this study, we will see how Jesus was the fulfillment of the Feasts. The Feasts, as we
shall see, were a preparation, a dress rehearsal, if you will, for the coming of the Messiah, who we know
as Jesus. A list of the Feasts of the LORD has been given above and we will cover each of these. We will
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look at the Sabbath first. Scripture speaks of three of the Feasts as times when all the males of Israel
would be required to appear before the Lord. Deuteronomy 16:16 — 17 says this,

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 (KJV)
'® Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he
shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of

tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:

7 Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he
hath given thee.

These were the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles. We will
then also look at the Feast of Passover, the Feast of First Fruits, the Feast of Trumpets, and the Feast of
the Day of Atonement. Let us remember what God said in Leviticus 23:4,

Leviticus 23:4 (KJV)

% These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their
seasons.

Colossians 2:16 talks about an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days, and then follows up
with Colossians 2:17,

Colossians 2:17 (KJV)
7 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

Much of what we will gain from this study is how these Feasts are a shadow of things to come.
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The Sabbath Of Rest

Following what we read in Leviticus 23:1 — 2 previously, we follow with Leviticus 23:3.
Leviticus 23:3 (KJV)

3 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation;
ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.

This is where we find mention of the Sabbath of rest being a commandment from God. It is not the first
mention of the word sabbath, however. It is also not the first place where the idea of the sabbath is
mentioned. Going in reverse order of mention, here, let’s see where the first mention of the idea of the
sabbath of rest is mentioned in Scripture. It is found in Genesis 2:1 -3,

Genesis 2:1-3 (KJV)
! Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work
which God created and made.

Please do not confuse the word rest here for God as meaning a rest taken because of fatigue. It merely
means he ceased from creating anymore because all that was to be created had been created.

One other thing worth mentioning here is what God calls a day. A reading of the creation account
shows us this. Each day is worded as “...and the evening and the morning were the ... day.” The first
half of the day begins in the evening and the second half begins in the morning.

The first mention of the word sabbath occurs in Exodus 16:23,
Exodus 16:23 (KJV)

2 And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the rest of the
holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to day, and seethe that ye will
seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.

God’s Law, as we shall see shortly, told Israel to remember the sabbath and keep it holy. Guess what?
Exodus 16:27 — 28 shows us an example of how false the idea is that people are inherently good,

Exodus 16:27-28 (KJV)

2 And it came to pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh day for to gather,
and they found none.
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2 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my
laws?

God is referring here to His commandment to not work on the sabbath. He had told them, once again
through Moses, to gather twice as much of the manna on the 6" day and not to gather any on the 7"
because it is His sabbath. There would not be any manna available for the picking on the sabbath! But,
there are always some that know more and better than God.

The coming of the “official” law, if you will, comes in Exodus 20:8 — 11,
Exodus 20:8-11 (KJV)

8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

% Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:

1 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy gates:

1 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

This is the first commandment that comes after our instruction on how we are to understand who God
is. Itis the commandment that separates how we relate to God and how we relate to man. It speaks of
a day specific to God’s calendar of events. All the other commandments from Exodus 20 here relate to
how we are to operate every day, but this one speaks of a specific day. It is a day set apart from all the
others; it is sanctified. Getting the idea there is something special about this day?

The sabbath means a time of rest, a time to cease from doing work. As we said, God rested on the 7t

day, not because of fatigue, but because He had made all that He made. Israel was to finish their work
on the 6" day with provisions for the sabbath day. They were physically capable of working, but were

commanded not to do so.

God does provide for one exception, however. As we see in Numbers 28:9 — 10, the priests were
required to work on the sabbath,

Numbers 28:9-10 (KJV)

° And on the sabbath day two lambs of the first year without spot, and two tenth deals of flour
for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offering thereof:

19 This is the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink
offering.
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The priests were the ones authorized by God to offer the sacrifices and there were sacrifices to be
offered on the sabbath, as we read here.

This sabbath also applies to the land. God commanded this in Leviticus 25,
Leviticus 25:1-4 (KJV)
! And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which | give
you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD.

* Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in
the fruit thereof;

* But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou
shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.

Leviticus 26:34 — 35 even tells the Israelites that the sabbath will occur one way or another, by choice or
through punishment.

Leviticus 26:34-35 (KJV)

% Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies’
land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.

% As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt
upon it.

Well, anytime God sets something apart as He does here, there will still be men who will corrupt it. It
doesn’t change a thing as far as God is concerned, but it will affect people who follow man’s ways as
opposed to God’s way. Ezekiel prophesies against the nation of Israel as other prophets had, also.
Ezekiel 22:26 speaks of this in relation to the sabbath, but the verses surrounding it show the perversion
was far more reaching than just the subject of our study,

Ezekiel 22:26 (KJV)

% Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no
difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference between the
unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and | am profaned among
them.

While the priests were held blameless for working on the sabbath as we saw earlier, they were not held
blameless for profaning what God called holy. It was this profanity that caused the nation of Israel to
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suffer so greatly. As we see here, God takes seriously the violation of the sabbath. Were it to stop here,
it would be bad enough, but man in his efforts to be as the Most High, profane it even further.

The Pharisees took things a step further. They would make sure the sabbath was observed, but would
make it harsh on the people. God had already established how the sabbath was to be observed, but the
Pharisees added to this. Like the attorneys of our day, the Pharisees wanted to interpret what God'’s
Law was “actually saying”. What exactly is work? Is there a certain amount of work that can be done
that isn’t really considered work? Man always tries to make gray areas of what is black and white.

The law, according to the Jewish leaders, was refined to things like walking a certain distance without
this actually being work. Of course, if one were to put food at this point on the previous day, then the
person walking could eat at this point, be refreshed, and then could walk an additional distance.
Perhaps walking within the confines of one’s one property isn’t work, so we will put lines around the
confines of the city and as long as you don’t go outside this point, then you are not working and
therefore not breaking the sabbath.

It was this kind of mindset that Jesus had to deal with while on this earth. Times such as that which is
recorded in Matthew 12:1 -8,

Matthew 12:1-8 (KJV)

! At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an
hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.

2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not
lawful to do upon the sabbath day.

3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they
that were with him;

* How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for
him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests?

> Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane
the sabbath, and are blameless?

® But | say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple.

7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, | will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have
condemned the guiltless.

® For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.

Or, how about the verses right after this in Matthew 12:10-12,
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Matthew 12:10-12 (KJV)

9 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it
lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him.

1 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if
it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?

2 How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the
sabbath days.

The Jewish leadership tried on many occasions to accuse Jesus and his followers of not observing the
sabbath, but as Jesus pointed out here, their understanding of the sabbath was corrupt. They were
trying to go by the letter of the Law, but forgetting the spirit of the Law.

We, as Christians, are not bound by the Law. After all, when Jesus came and died for our sins, was
buried and rose again, He not only paid the price for your sins, but fulfilled the Law completely. See
Matthew 5:17,

Matthew 5:17 (KJV)

Y Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but
to fulfil.

Scripture tells us in Romans 8:4,
Romans 8:4 (KJV)

* That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.

And again, in Romans 13:10

Romans 13:10 (KJV)

1% Love worketh noill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
We read in John 15:13,

John 15:13 (KJV)

3 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Jesus not only laid down his life for his friends, but for all of mankind, thereby fulfilling the Law
completely. We are therefore no longer bound by the Law, but live lawfully because of our position in
the Body of Christ. We are made righteous because of Him. The sabbath is part of the Law and we keep
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the sabbath holy because of Jesus Christ. We are a people set apart, a peculiar people, a sanctified
group of people. We work because we have been commanded to do so, and prove our love of Jesus by
our work for Him and the keeping of His commandments.

There will come a day, though, that if we do work, it will not be as work to us. A day as described in
Revelation 21 and 22, where there will no longer be the need for a sabbath because we will be like Him!
After all, remember what was spoken in Mark 2:27,

Mark 2:27 (KJV)
% And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:

There will come a time when we are no longer just men, but men who have been glorified by Jesus
Christ and His work.
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The Passover
Using Leviticus 23 as our guide, we now go from the Sabbath to Passover. Leviticus 23:4 -5 tells us,

Leviticus 23:4-5 (KJV)

* These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their
seasons.

> In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’S passover.

A count of the word feast in Leviticus 23 shows it occurs 7 times. Does this mean anything? Well, the
number 7 in Scripture refers to Spiritual perfection. Keep this in mind as we go through our study and
see if it doesn’t point to this idea!

Leading up to Leviticus 23 and a common theme in the Old Testament after its occurrence is the
Passover. This is all meant to begin with God showing Israel, and Israel understanding, that He is all
Israel needs. Itis God who tells them in the feast of the Passover, it is for their remembrance for when
God led them out of captivity in Egypt by night and by what we read in Scripture, in a mighty way.
Deuteronomy 16:1 has this to say,

Deuteronomy 16:1 (KJV)

! Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month
of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.

While the Sabbath is kept each week, it is Passover that begins the feasts that are observed once a year.
We see here that Abib is the first month. Passover begins on the fourteenth day of this first month. If
you try to find Abib on a Jewish calendar, however, you will find it has been renamed, Nisan. This
occurred after the Babylonian captivity. We see this in Esther 3:7,

Esther 3:7 (KJV)

7 In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast
Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth
month, that is, the month Adar.

Something to keep in mind here, also, is that there are two different years in the Jewish system. A civil
year and a spiritual year. We are dealing with the spiritual year. The first month of the spiritual year
was Abib and is now called Nisan. The first month of the civil year is Tisri. The Jewish New Year, the civil
year, Rosh Hashanabh, is celebrated in the first two days of Tisri. What we will read here concerning the
Passover, tells us Abib will be a new beginning for Israel. As you will see, this new beginning is an
awesome statement from Scripture!
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Well, this takes care of some of the introduction concerning the Passover, but now it’s time to get into
the real meat of this part of our study! We will begin with a reading in Exodus concerning the Passover
itself. The part we will look at is Exodus 12:1 —14.

Exodus 12:1-14 (KJV)
! And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,

2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to
you.

3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall
take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:

* And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house
take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your
count for the lamb.

> Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the
sheep, or from the goats:

® And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of
the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door
post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with
bitter herbs they shall eat it.

® Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and
with the purtenance thereof.

9 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until
the morning ye shall burn with fire.

1 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’S passover.

2 For | will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | am
the LORD.

10
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3 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smite
the land of Egypt.

% And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

Let’s take a look at verses 3 through 6 here and see what Scripture reveals. This portion of Scripture is
reflected so much in what we read of the account of Jesus’ death on the Cross. Verse 3 speaks of
everyone in Israel taking a lamb, according to the house of their fathers. Jesus is spoken of in Scripture
as being the lamb of God. John the Baptist does so in John 1:29

John 1:29 (KJV)

® The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.

And again in John 1:36, John the Baptist refers to Jesus as the lamb of God,
John 1:36 (KJV)
% And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

God providing a lamb for himself is prophesied of by Abraham as he prepared to offer up his son, Isaac,
in Genesis 22:8,

Genesis 22:8 (KJV)

# And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went
both of them together.

As we continue with this reading in Exodus, we read further in verse 3 that this lamb would be chosen
on the tenth day of the month of Abib, or Nisan. Verse 5 goes on to describe how the lamb would have
to be without blemish. When we read from Scripture, we see Jesus, the lamb of God, was the only one,
ever born of a woman, that was without sin. Jesus was totally unblemished. Jesus was also taken out
from the sheep in that Joseph’s and Mary’s lineage all point back to king David. Jesus is a special sheep.

Verse 6 then describes how the sacrificial lamb would be kept until the 14™ day. He was taken on the
10" day and kept until the 14 day. During this time, the sheep would be observed and checked to
make sure it was free from blemish. Jesus, also was checked for blemishes after he was taken. Consider
what is recorded in Matthew 27:15 — 25 where we read the account of Israel’s demand to crucify Jesus.

11
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Matthew 27:15-25 (KJV)

> Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they
would.

'® And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.

Y Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that |
release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?

¥ For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.

¥ When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou
nothing to do with that just man: for | have suffered many things this day in a dream because of
him.

2 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and
destroy Jesus.

2 The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that | release unto
you? They said, Barabbas.

22 pjlate saith unto them, What shall | do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto
him, Let him be crucified.

2 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let
him be crucified.

2 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took
water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, | am innocent of the blood of this
just person: see ye to it.

% Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children.

Jesus’ own people who he was to die for wanted the release of a thief instead of him, and pronounced
that his blood would be on them and their children. We had learned in our previous study of the
prophecies concerning Jesus’ first coming how Jesus suffered many things. He endured not only
physical suffering, but also mental anguish. This scene and the mocking calls to Jesus while on the Cross
to save himself are perfect examples of that mental anguish he had to go through. If Jesus had, at any
time, not gone through with his death, burial and resurrection, we would have all been eternally lost.
Jesus reminded his followers of this when one of them cut off the ear of one of the soldiers sent to take
him away when Judas Iscariot betrayed him. We read it here in Matthew 26:52 — 53,

12
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Matthew 26:52-53 (KJV)

>2Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword.

>3 Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels?

Jesus did what he did voluntarily and allowed himself to suffer for our sakes. He is the perfect sacrificial
lamb.

Verse 7 of our reading in Exodus tells how the Israelites were to “strike it on the two side posts and on
the upper door post of the houses.” This is a wonderful picture of the Cross at Calvary. Picture a bloody
Jesus on the Cross and see how well it matches up with the blood on two side posts and on the upper
door post of the house. Jesus is that door for us, if you will. John 14:6 tells us that Jesus is the way,

John 14:6 (KJV)

® Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.

John 10:7 makes it perfectly clear that Jesus is the door,
John 10:7 (KJV)
”Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, | say unto you, | am the door of the sheep.

When we are behind that door known as Jesus, we are safe because we are with God. There is no other
way to the Father, but by Jesus.

Let’s look again at verse 13 of Exodus 12 again,
Exodus 12:13 (KJV)

3 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smite
the land of Egypt.

We are saved from the destruction that will come on the world because we have believed on Jesus. As
the Israelites that struck the blood of that earthly lamb upon the two side posts and the upper door post
of their houses as the LORD commanded them, we have trusted on the blood of that perfectly
unblemished lamb, Jesus. Because we have trusted on that blood, we will be passed over when the
destruction of the world comes. As John 3:16 assures us, we will not perish, but have everlasting life.

Finally, as we read in Exodus 12:14, Passover is kept forever. It is a memorial to that day, not only when
God passed over the Israelites in Egypt, but it is a memorial now for that day that Jesus died on the

13
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Cross at Calvary for each and every person. Whether that person was born and died before Jesus
appeared on the earth, was alive during the time of Jesus on the earth, or like us, born after Jesus was
on the earth, we are all preserved unto everlasting life because of the blood of Jesus Christ.

The Jews who are alive today, still keep the Passover feast in remembrance of that night in Egypt
thousands of years ago. We as Christians should remember that Jesus was our sacrificial lamb and that
we are saved because of Him. Let us pray that those who do not observe this Passover, will begin to do
so. We as Christians are a peculiar people as we are celebrating a Passover that is yet to come, but has
been completed already!

14
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The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

We just finished studying The Passover and will now look at The Feast Of Unleavened Bread. When God
instructed the Israelites in Egypt to strike their doorposts with the blood of the sacrificial lamb, this
protected them from the judgment that He would execute against the Egyptians. This was known as the
Passover and this is the only occurrence of that event. The feast associated with the Passover is known
as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. We understand this to be the case from Scripture. Luke 22:1 says,

Luke 22:1 (KJV)
! Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.

There are three feasts that required the presence of every Jewish male. The first of these three is the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. Here is what we read in Exodus 23:14 - 17,

Exodus 23:14-17 (KJV)
1 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year.

> Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days,
as | commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from
Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:)

'8 And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and
the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours
out of the field.

7 Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD.

As we see in verse 14, there are three times that the Jews were to keep a feast unto the Lord
God. Verse 17 basically reiterates this with the addition that “...all thy males shall appear
before the Lord God.” It must be important to God since He states this before listing the three
feasts and after listing them.

The first of these three feasts is the feast of unleavened bread. For this particular feast, God
instructs them on how to keep the feast of unleavened bread. He tells them to eat unleavened
bread seven days, during the appointed time in the month of Abib, or as it is now called, Nisan,
and to not appear to Him empty. The Jews are reminded of the fact that it is during this time
appointed in the month of Abib that they came out of Egypt. Now in this section we are just
told unleavened bread is to be eaten seven days in the month of Abib. We are not told here
when the feast is to begin. To see that we read Leviticus 23:4 - 8,

15
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Leviticus 23:4-8 (KJV)

* These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their
seasons.

> In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’S passover.

® And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD:
seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.

7 In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

# But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an
holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

So, we see the fourteenth day of the first month, Abib or Nisan, is the LORD’s passover and the
next day, the fifteenth day, is the start of the feast of unleavened bread. While we read about
eating of unleavened bread in Exodus 23:15, we are further told here in Leviticus that the first
day, the fifteenth of Abib, is to be an holy convocation and that no servile work is to be done
therein. A convocation is a calling together for meeting. This is the time when all male Jews
must come together in the place that the LORD had lead them. No servile work is to be done,
but there is to be an offering made by fire unto the LORD. In fact, there is to be an offering
made by fire unto the LORD all seven days of this feast. The feast is to be concluded with an
holy convocation and no servile work is to be done on the last day either. As we read in Exodus
23:15, none of the male Jews were to come empty. So, there was plenty to offer by fire unto
the LORD.

Deuteronomy 16:16 — 17 gives us more to go on as far as what was required,
Deuteronomy 16:16-17 (KJV)

® Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which
he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:

Y Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he
hath given thee.

We read here, as said before, the LORD would choose the place where the holy convocation
would be. For each of these three feasts, every man was to give as he was able. Notice it does
not say as every man saw fit, which is what was happening when God cut off all communication
for 400 years. Every man was to give according to the blessing of the LORD which the LORD had
given them.
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Let’s take a look at Deuteronomy 16:1 — 8 for a more detailed description of what God expected
of His chosen people,

Deuteronomy 16:1-8 (KJV)

! Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month
of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.

2Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd,
in the place which the LORD shall choose to place his name there.

*Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread
therewith, even the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste:
that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the
days of thy life.

* And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; neither shall
there any thing of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, remain all night until
the morning.

> Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth
thee:

® But at the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his name in, there thou shalt
sacrifice the passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the season that thou camest
forth out of Egypt.

7 And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the LORD thy God shall choose: and thou
shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents.

8 Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread: and on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly
to the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work therein.

Before we look at this any further, | just want to point out how amazing this whole feast is, and
actually all the feasts. We started off by reading how the feast was approaching in Luke. We
have now looked at how this feast has been presented in three books of the Torah: Exodus,
Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. Remember from our previous studies that the Torah is the most
important, the most sacred of all Scripture for the Jews and this feast is presented in three of
the five books of the Torah. All throughout the history of the Jews, there have been times
where the Torah was not followed on a national level. Undoubtedly, there were some that did
keep the Torah. After all, God had told Elijah that He had a remnant that had not bowed the
knee to Baal. But the greatest majority constantly fell short. Remember this as we continue
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and remember that these feasts were a dress rehearsal for the coming of their Messiah, Jesus.
Not only were these feasts a dress rehearsal for the coming Messiah, but as explained in
Scripture, were to be a time of joy,

Deuteronomy 16:14-15 (KJV)

% And thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant,
and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are
within thy gates.

> Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the
LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all
the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.

A proper perspective is needed to see why this would be a time of rejoicing. The feasts were
not meant so much as a reminder of the suffering the Jews encountered in Egypt, but as a
reminder of God bringing them out of that suffering. We have God’s word on this and it
actually exists back at the time of God’s dealing with the Egyptians and His provision of safety
for the Israelites. Let’s take a look at Exodus 12:12 — 20,

Exodus 12:12-20 (KJV)

2 For | will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | am
the LORD.

3 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smite
the land of Egypt.

¥ And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

> Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of
your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that
soul shall be cut off from Israel.

8 And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be
an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every
man must eat, that only may be done of you.
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7 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have | brought
your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by
an ordinance for ever.

8 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened
bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even.

¥ Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is
leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a
stranger, or born in the land.

2 ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.

So you see, God is telling the Israelites this is a reminder of being brought out of Egypt, not a
memorial of the suffering that was endured. Exodus 12:14 says it is a memorial that is to go on
forever. Verse 14 ends with “...ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever.”

| thought the word ordinance is an interesting choice of words, but definitely the most
appropriate. Why didn’t God say something to the effect of “...ye shall keep it a feast by law
forever.”? Doesn’t it seem that the word law or maybe rule should be used? If you said yes,
then go to the back of the line with the rest of the “scholarly” types who feel it is their duty to
change the words of God! | looked up the word ordinance in the Oxford English Dictionary
(OED), and it is not until the 6" definition of ordinance that the idea of law comes into play.
Here is the first definition of the word from the OED.

1.1 Arrangement in ranks or rows; esp. in order of battle; battle-array or a mode of battle-
array; also, a display of military force; a host in array.

Seems like a strange definition that doesn’t at first glance appear to apply here, but upon
careful study of what we read here, we find this could not have been more correct.

Here is a reminder of what Exodus 12:17, which we just read, says,

Exodus 12:17 (KJV)

7 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have | brought
your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations
by an ordinance for ever.

It's a good decision to not just go with the first thing that comes to mind, but make sure and
check Scripture to make sure the thing that came to mind is found accurate by Scripture! So we
see here that the nation of Israel had been brought out of Egypt, as an army, with Moses and
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the One true and living God leading them. This army of Israel was being chased by the Egyptian
army with Pharaoh and the god’s of Egypt leading them. As we know, the outcome was a
complete destruction of Egypt’s army including Pharaoh, being led by the god’s of Egypt, and a
total victory by Israel including Moses being led by the LORD. What’s amazing here is that this
event did not have to happen, had Pharaoh let God’s people go. Well, it didn’t have to happen,
but at the same time it had to happen. Pharaoh was caught up in pride and a haughty spirit.
Even Pharaoh’s servants knew better as we see in Exodus 10:7!

Exodus 10:7 (KJV)

7 And Pharaoh’s servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a snare unto us? let the
men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?

The point is, God brought the Israelites out of their captivity. He had heard their cries and at
the appointed time delivered Israel from the Egyptians. No longer would the nation of Israel
suffer at the hands of Egypt’s task masters. This makes it a joyful celebration. Unfortunately,
because of man wanting to maintain their own lordship over the people, we end up with a
skewed definition of the word solemn which had been used to describe the feast in
Deuteronomy 16:15, “Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God...”
These Nicolatians have taken the word solemn and turned it into a word that generates feelings
of negativity. Things like, “I’m only doing this because | have to and I’'m not having any fun.”
But, God’s intent is explained in the rest of Deuteronomy 16:15,

Deuteronomy 16:15 (KJV)

> Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the
LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all

the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.

God is not telling the nation of Israel that they are to keep a solemn feast unto Him because HE
COMMANDS IT! Heis, but remember, God is benevolent. He is telling them if they do as He
commands them, God himself will bless them!

As we’ve seen, the feasts are a continuous memorial through all the generations of the nation
of Israel. It has been said these feasts were also a dress rehearsal for the coming of their
Messiah. All the feasts have been fulfilled by Jesus including the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
Our next section looks at how Jesus fulfilled this feast.
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Jesus And The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

As we have just seen, the Feast of Unleavened Bread was not so much for remembrance of
being in captivity in Egypt, but for remembering how God brought the Jews out of Egypt. Why
did God bring the Israelites out of Egypt? It was not just because He heard their cries and had
pity on them. Deuteronomy 6:23 shows us more,

Deuteronomy 6:23 (KJV)

2 And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he
sware unto our fathers.

God brought the Israelites out so that He could bring them into the land which He had
promised them through Abraham. God has called us out, also, from the world. We are to be
separate from the world. As it is often said, We are in the world, but not of the world. This
world is not my home. Just as Egypt was not the home of the Israelites, this world is not the
home of born again believers.

The Burnt Offering

We have read that the Jews were to offer a burnt sacrifice unto the LORD for seven days. What
is the significance of the burnt sacrifice. Let’s take a look at Leviticus 1:1 — 5 and see if it sheds
any light on this subject,

Leviticus 1:1-5 (KJV)

! And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the
congregation, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto
the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock.

*If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall
offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the
LORD.

* And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him
to make atonement for him.

> And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the
blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation.

Several points stand out here concerning the offering of a burnt sacrifice. It must be a male
without blemish, it must be offered voluntarily, and it shall be accepted for him to make
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atonement for him. Let’s take a look at Genesis 22:1 — 19 for a minute, also, and then see how
these can help us understand how Jesus perfectly fulfills the burnt offering that was
commanded of the Jews during this feast of not only unleavened bread, but the whole Passover
season.

Genesis 22:1-19 (KJV)

! And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him,
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here | am.

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which | will
tell thee of.

* And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young
men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and
went unto the place of which God had told him.

* Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.

> And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the lad will go
yonder and worship, and come again to you.

® And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took
the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am |, my son.
And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?

 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went
both of them together.

® And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

19 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

1 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and
he said, Here am |I.

2 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now |
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
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B And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket
by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in
the stead of his son.

% And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount
of the LORD it shall be seen.

> And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

'8 And said, By myself have | sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

7 That in blessing | will bless thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies;

8 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my
voice.

¥ So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba;
and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

As we stated, the burnt offering was to be a male without blemish, offered voluntarily and to
be accepted as an atonement for sin. Have you seen how the story of Abraham offering his son
Isaac was a symbol of that sacrifice to be made by God for us? In verse 8 of Genesis 22,
Abraham makes a prophetic statement. He told Isaac, God will provide himself a lamb for a
burnt offering. Abraham was not talking here about the immediate fulfillment, but one that
would take place many centuries later. Remember, God provided a ram to be sacrificed instead
of Isaac, but He would indeed provide a lamb at a later date. Now, in case you may say
something like Jesus was not burned, you need to remember that the burnt offering was a
substitutionary sacrifice. The person whose sins were to be atoned for substituted the life of a
bullock for their own. Jesus fulfilled the idea of the burnt offering by being made a substitute
for us. He took our place and suffered the punishment of sin, and was therefore the burnt
offering.

Purging Of The Leaven And Removing The Sacrifice
Deuteronomy 16:4 (KJV)

* And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; neither shall
there any thing of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, remain all night until
the morning.
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From this verse, we will see actually two things fulfilled by Jesus. Let’s take a look at the first
part of this verse, “And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy coasts seven
days;...”

We read in Matthew 21:12 and Mark 11:15 of Jesus’ action of cleaning out the temple of the
leaven that was contained in it.

Matthew 21:12 (KJV)

2 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves,

Mark 11:15 (KJV)

> And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the
seats of them that sold doves;

He performed this action two days before the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the eating of the
passover was to happen. Those that bought and sold in the temple were the leaven. Just as
the world profanes the word of God, so did these people profane the temple. It is because of
this they are considered leaven and needed to be cleaned out. Jesus told them in Matthew
21:13,

Matthew 21:13 (KJV)

B And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have
made it a den of thieves.

You take this incident along with the confrontations he had with the Pharisees, Scribes and
Saducees during this period of time and there is no question about him removing all the leaven
from Israel.

Jesus Is The Sacrifice
We also read in Deuteronomy 16:4 that the sacrifice which was sacrificed on the first day was

not to remain all night until the morning.
If we read further in Matthew, we find the following,
Matthew 26:17-21 (KJV)

7 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?
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8 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at
hand; | will keep the passover at thy house with my disciples.

¥ And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover.
2 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.
2L And as they did eat, he said, Verily | say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

Notice the timing here and what is happening. It is the feast of unleavened bread and they are
sitting down to keep the passover feast. The rest of this portion of Scripture deals with Jesus
telling who the betrayer will be, his time of prayer in the garden at Gethsemane, and the
handing over of Jesus to be sacrificed by Judas. All of the events presented in Matthew 26 and
27 from what we just read to the point of him being taken down off the Cross and buried in the
tomb of Joseph of Arimethea occurred in the same day. The sacrifice, Jesus, who was sacrificed
on this first day, was buried before the morning following the first day. The Jewish day begins
at sundown, so we see that Jesus fulfilled this part of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Jesus Is The Bread Of Affliction

Deuteronomy 16:3 called the unleavened bread the bread of affliction. One of the lessons we learned in
our study of the prophecies concerning the first coming of Messiah, was that the Messiah would come
as a suffering servant. It is not until His second coming that He would be King. Jesus is Messiah and
indeed suffered on His first coming. We see how Jesus is the bread of affliction from His words spoken
during the Last Supper in Matthew 26:26,

Matthew 26:26 (KJV)

% And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.

The bread they ate at with Jesus was unleavened. It had to be unleavened because it was the Feast of
Unleavened Bread and Scripture had already said anyone eating bread with leaven would be cut. Jesus
fulfilled the Law perfectly. His body is that unleavened bread. Not in the literal sense as some would
have you believe, but in the sense that His body was without sin. It contained no leaven. He
commanded His disciples to take and eat this bread as a remembrance of Him. This bread was a symbol
not only of His perfection, but also the affliction He suffered. When we take communion and eat that
unleavened bread, it is in remembrance of His finished work at Calvary. Paul explained this to us in his
letter to the church at Corinth. This is what 1 Corinthians 11:23 — 24 says,

1 Corinthians 11:23-24 (KJV)

2 For | have received of the Lord that which also | delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the
same night in which he was betrayed took bread:
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2 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Our Response

When we are saved, we become members of the body of Christ. As a result of this salvation, we keep
the ordinance of communion. We partake of the unleavened bread in remembrance of Jesus. Paul
shows us this in 1 Corinthians 10:15 — 17 when he says,

1 Corinthians 10:15-17 (KJV)
3| speak as to wise men; judge ye what | say.

® The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

7 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

If you are saved, you are a partaker of that one bread. You are a member of that one body, the Body of
Christ. Jesus showed His love for you by paying the cost of your sin on that Cross at Calvary. He did His
job perfectly. He loves you and wants you to love Him back. The way to do that is given to us by Jesus
himself in John 14:15,

John 14:15 (KJV)

Y |f ye love me, keep my commandments.
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First Fruits
Leviticus 23:9-14 (KJV)

® And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

% Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which |
give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of
your harvest unto the priest:

' And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after
the sabbath the priest shall wave it.

2 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first
year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.

3 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an
offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be
of wine, the fourth part of an hin.

* And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that
ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your
generations in all your dwellings.

The Feast of First Fruits is the third and final part of the 7 day period of feasts that we have been looking
at.

14" of Abib or Nisan the Passover lamb is killed and Passover begins.
15" of Abib or Nisan is the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
16" of Abib or Nisan is the Feast of First Fruits.

21% of Abib or Nisan is the end of the Passover and Unleavened Bread.

Jesus, The First Fruit

As we have seen previously in our study, Jesus is that he lamb without blemish that is offered as a burnt
offering unto the LORD. Jesus was without sin, he was spotless, without blemish. The burnt offering is
the substitutionary offering for the sins of the people, and this is what Jesus was. It is Jesus who
suffered the punishment for sin in place of man.

As we read in Scripture the account of what is commonly called, The Last Supper, we read a description
that closely ties in with Leviticus 23:13. Let’s take a look at this. Matthew 26:26 — 29 records the
section we will look at,
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Matthew 26:26-29 (KJV)

% And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.

2 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;
2 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

» Byt | say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when |
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.

Here is Leviticus 23:13 again for comparison,
Leviticus 23:13 (KJV)

3 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an
offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be
of wine, the fourth part of an hin.

Notice how Leviticus 23:13 speaks of the meat offering and then describes the ingredients for making

bread. It makes sense when you compare this with what Jesus said while eating the Passover with his

disciples. Jesus took bread and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat;
this is my body. The bread is the two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil and the meat offering is
the body of Jesus.

In the same manner, the drink offering is wine. Jesus took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins. The blood of Jesus is the drink offering.

There can be no question that Jesus fulfilled this Feast of First Fruits just from this section alone. But, as
is always the case, He doesn’t stop there!

Jesus is the unblemished lamb that is offered as a substitution for our sins. His body and blood are the
meat and drink offerings made during the Feast of First Fruits. His blood was shed that many may
receive remission for their sins. One sideline here, is that Jesus said that his blood is shed for many for
the remission of sins. Jesus did not say, “is shed for all for the remission of sins.” This is important
because it brings to light that this is a new testament, a new covenant. In order for us to receive
remission of our sins from this covenant, we must enter into this covenant with Jesus. If we believe on
his death, burial and resurrection as payment for our sins, then we enter into this covenant with him
and we do receive remission of our sins. If we do not, then we do not receive remission for our sins and
must pay the price of sin ourselves.

There are many places in Scripture that talk about Jesus being the First Fruit. Matthew 27:52 —53 is one
such place,
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Matthew 27:52-53 (KJV)
2 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

>* And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many.

We see here that Jesus specifically is the firstfruit. It says here that after Jesus’ resurrection, the graves
were opened and many bodies of the saints which slept arose. They were then seen in Jerusalem by
many. Jesus was the firstfruit and those who rose after him were those that had their faith accounted
to them for righteousness. It must have been some kind of sight. People we read about in the Old
Testament, the Old Testament saints, would have been the ones that had risen. Those who had been in
Paradise, or Abraham’s bosom, would have risen from the dead at that time.

1 Corinthians 15:20 — 23 further amplifies this idea of Jesus being the Firstfruit and the us coming after
him. It also will lead us to another idea that presents itself in this section of Scripture.

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (KJV)

2 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
2L For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.

2 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

2 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his
coming.

We see here that death came by man, Adam, and life comes by man, also, Jesus, but not until after Jesus
has been resurrected. He is the firstfruit of them that slept. Notice verse 23 says that every man will be
made alive in his own order. Christ first and afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. So, we have
that first resurrection of the dead being a bit of a special occurrence. Before Jesus paid the price of our
sin, those who had faith in God had to wait for that time when Jesus would do this for the whole world.
They, as we said before, are the ones who rose after Jesus rose and were seen of many in Jerusalem. No
one else since that point has risen from the dead. This is the order that is being talked about in verse
23. No one else will arise from the dead until Jesus comes again. Now we are talking about our bodies
being resurrected, not our soul or spirit. It is only the body that is dead and needs to be resurrected.
We can take a better look at this in a later study, but suffice it to say, it is the body of flesh that is sin and
must die. Let’s look now at the order of resurrection when Jesus does return for those who have
believed on his death, burial and resurrection as their only means of salvation. We can find this talked
about later in 1 Corinthians 15. 1 Corinthians 15:51 — 57 starts this and then we shall look at another
section of Scripture to help define the order.
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1 Corinthians 15:51-57 (KJV)
1 Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

*2 |n a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

>3 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

>*So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory.

>* 0 death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
*® The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
> But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

This was indeed a mystery when Paul was writing this. Unfortunately, it’s still a mystery today because
people refuse to believe the word of God. Paul tells those in Corinth, we shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed. Not all of us will see death, but we will be translated. Obviously, Paul was writing about
those in the Body of Christ and not just those he was specifically writing to in Corinth. Otherwise, we're
all doomed. Notice verse 52 refers to both those who are already dead, “the dead shall be raised
incorruptible,” and those who are still alive at Jesus’ coming, “we shall all be changed.” This implies
some order because of the order Paul mentioned these two things. He refers to the order specifically
though when writing to the Church at Thessalonica. Here is what 1 Thessalonians 4:14 - 17,

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 (KJV)

 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.

> For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

'8 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

7 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

We see the order here specifically. Those in Thessalonica had been a group of pagans before believing
on Jesus. They were concerned that they could somehow stop those who had just died in Christ from
rising again. Their understanding of Scripture had been clouded by their previous belief system. Paul
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assures them here that this is not the case. In fact, those who were dead in Christ would rise first, and
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air. That is the order for those who are resurrected or translated when Jesus comes back.

As is the case with God at all times, there is always an order to things. We saw how Jesus was the
firstfruit, thereby fulfilling the feast of firstfruits, then those who had been asleep in Abraham’s bosom
rose from the dead, then there will be those who have died between the time of Jesus’ resurrection and
His return, and then those of us who are alive and remain at the time of His coming.

There is so much more we can talk about surrounding this idea of Jesus being the firstfruit, but lack the
time for this study. However, to find out more on your own is a wise thing to do. Be noble like those in
Berea and search the Scripture daily. Not only to see if what | present here is so, but for your own
edification. Read the rest of 1 Corinthians 15 and find out about our corruptible body putting on
incorruption, etc. As it is written in 2 Timothy 2:15,

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)

1> Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.
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Feast Of Weeks or Pentecost
Deuteronomy 16:16 (KJV)

® Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which
he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:

The Feast of Weeks known as Shavout to the Jews and Pentecost to others, is the second feast where
God commanded that all the males of Jerusalem must appear before the LORD wherever God chose for
them to appear. Leviticus 23:15 — 22 explains the feast,

Leviticus 23:15-22 (KJV)

> And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought
the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:

'8 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer
a new meat offering unto the LORD.

7 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine
flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.

8 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one
young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat
offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the
LORD.

¥ Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year
for a sacrifice of peace offerings.

% And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the
LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.

2L And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye
shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout
your generations.

22 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners
of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt
leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: | am the LORD your God.

We see in verses 15 and 16 how the Jews were to count the days between the Feast Of Unleavened
Bread and The Feast Of Weeks, or Pentecost. This is how this feast also received its name aside from
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Shavout. Pentecost means 50 days and the Jews also called this the Feast of Weeks because of the
seven weeks between the two feasts. God told them seven sabbaths had to be fulfilled before this feast
would occur. So, since a week is seven days and you multiply this by seven, for the number of sabbaths,
you get 49. The Feast therefore began on the 50" day because this is when the seventh sabbath would
be complete.

Once God defined when the feast was to occur, he instructed them on the sacrifice that would be
required for this feast. The end of verse 16 says, “and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the
LORD.” He then goes on to explain what they were to do.

Verse 17 begins this description,
Leviticus 23:17 (KJV)

7 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine
flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.

We learned in our previous lesson how Jesus fulfilled the Feast of Firstfruits in that he was the firstfruit
of those that were dead, and those who would die. Jesus was the first to be resurrected, and then those
who had died in righteousness because of their faith in God were resurrected. After that, we who die
after Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection will be resurrected at some point in our future. Something
interesting struck me as | was reading this verse. Normally, the Jews were required to tithe ten percent
of their increase, but in this case, they are commanded to bake two wave loaves of two tenth deals. It’s
not really a tithe, but the fact that two tenths were being called for was interesting. These loaves were
also to be baked with leaven. As we remember, leaven refers to impurities. In the previous feast,
unleavened bread was made and we saw how that referred to Jesus, because he was pure; there were
no impurities in him. This time we see leaven being used. You can take this or leave it, but | believe
these two loaves of two tenth deals baked with leaven refer to those resurrected after Jesus. We read
in James 1:18 the following,

James 1:18 (KJV)

8 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his
creatures.

So, we are in a sense the firstfruits unto the LORD. There is also a specific reference to men being the
firstfruits unto God in Revelation 14:4,

Revelation 14:4 (KJV)

* These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.
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Something to think about as you look for things to ponder on from God’s word! | do not believe this
represents these 144,000 in Revelation, however, because of what is written in Revelation 14:5,

Revelation 14:5 (KJV)

> And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.
What’s written here indicates there is no leaven in them.

God continues with what was to be offered to Him in Leviticus 23:18,

It is also worth noting the wave offering of the Feast of Firstfruits and the wave offering of this Feast of
Weeks. The wave offering in the Feast of Firstfruits was a sheaf of the firstfruits of that harvest. Along
with this was to be the offering of a lamb without blemish, the meat offering and the drink offering. In
the Feast of Weeks, the Jews were to also have a wave offering. One difference here, though, was that
the wave offering was not a sheaf, but two loaves of bread made with leaven. In addition to the meat
offering and the drink offering, was the offering of seven lambs without blemish of the first year, a
young bullock, and two rams. Let’s keep this in mind as we continue on. Leviticus 23:18 shows us what
we just said about the offerings in the Feast of Weeks,

Leviticus 23:18 (KJV)

8 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one
young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat
offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the
LORD.

It is important to keep in mind what is happening here. All of these feasts that we have looked at so far
and those to come, speak of Jesus. They speak of what He has done, what He is doing, and what is to
come. The feasts even seem to provide us with a sequence of events through God’s redemptive plan
when followed in order.

For the Feast of Firstfruits, two loaves of bread are made without leaven. As we saw in our study of the
Feast of Firstfruits, this bread that is made pictures the body of Christ. The bread, or meat offering, in
the Feast of Firstfruits was made without leaven. Jesus’ body was pure, it had no sin. When He died on
the Cross, was buried and rose again, He paid the price for our sin. We who believe on Jesus become
members of His body. While we are here on this earth, we still live in sin, although this sin is not
counted against us as far as our salvation is concerned. Paul told us in Romans 7 that while we would
do good, our flesh fights against us and sin results. We do not live after the flesh, but because the flesh
is in an unglorified state, sin exists within it. Now notice, when we are born again, we become members
of Christ’s body, but our own flesh is still full of sin, or leaven. This is pictured in the two loaves. As
James told us, we are a kind of firstfruits unto the Lord, but while the first meat offering was made
without leaven, because we are now part of His Body, there is leaven and this is why the two loaves
were made with fine flour and baked with leaven.
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The offering that was to be made is very specific in nature. It calls for a certain number of certain kinds
of animals to be sacrificed, and there is good reason for it. Let’s look at each of these mentioned in the
order given.

Seven Lambs

After the bread that we just looked at, we see there needs to be seven lambs without blemish of the
first year. This and all the other sacrifices are specific and not mentioned haphazardly. Jesus is
identified in each of the feasts and the sacrifices are specific to him, also. We had seen previously that
Jesus was identified as the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world. One place in
particular that we read this is in John 1:29,

John 1:29 (KJV)

» The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.

So, we see Jesus is pictured in the offering of the lamb. But we read there are to be seven lambs
without blemish, not just one. The number seven plays a prominent role in Scripture. In Scripture, the
number seven signifies, in the good sense, perfect divine accomplishment. It is symbol of perfection. As
a side note, it should not be surprising that seven signifies divine perfection in what we see as good and
bad. God created Heaven and Hell and did so in each case perfectly. It should be seen, then, that the
seven lambs without blemish are a picture of Jesus taking away the sins of the world with divine
perfection and completion. When Jesus said on the Cross, It is finished, he spoke of the payment for our
sins being perfectly completed and accepted of God, thereby fulfilling this sacrifice spoken of in our
study.

A Young Bullock and Two Rams

We come now to the offering of a young bullock and two rams. Just to show how perfect God’s word is
in providing us the order of events and that if this order is mixed up because of man’s poetic license, it
destroys the picture that God is presenting in His word, we will show why this order is so perfect.
Remember, we just saw how Jesus is pictured as that unblemished lamb and that how he perfectly paid
the price of sin is pictured in those seven lambs being sacrificed. This had to be accomplished first or
this second offering could not be fulfilled.

If you do a search of Scripture concerning the offering of a young bullock, you will come to Exodus 29:1.
To put it in context, however, it is good to back up at least to Exodus 28:40. Let’s see what this portion
of Scripture has to tell us concerning this offering.

Exodus 28:40-29:1 (KJV)

% And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, and
bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty.
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* And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint
them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto me in the priest’s
offic